
 

 

 
United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak - ORDER OF WORSHIP 

                    March 17th, 2024 – Fifth Sunday In Lent  
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  The flowers on the altar are given by Pastor Sandy, 
“In memory of beloved friend, Lesley Petrafassi, and to the glory of God 
who continues to surround her family with His love and peace.” 

GREETING 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

L: This is the fifth step on our Lenten journey, the step of sacrifice. 
P: Be with us, Lord, as we take this step. 
L: This requires the willingness to give all of your life to the Lord. 
P: Be with us, Lord, as we commit our lives to you. 
L: Come, let us worship and offer our voices of praise to God. 
P: Let us open our hearts and spirits to God this day. AMEN. 

PRAISE & WORSHIP:  

 

PRAISE SHARING 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  
Lord, be with us this day as we commit ourselves to being your disciples. 
Help us to face the future unafraid, trusting in your loving care and 
presence with us. We pray this in Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

 

OPENING HYMN:  “Blessed Assurance” – UMH #369 

PRAYER of CONFESSION:   
Compassionate Lord, forgive us when we falter on this Lenten pathway; 
when the road ahead seems too uncertain and we are afraid. We admit that 
following Jesus is not an easy task. Jesus requires us to be willing to make 
the ultimate commitment of our whole lives and we hesitate and hold back. 
Draw us back to you, Lord. Give us confidence and courage to face the 
future with hope. Let us place our trust in you that the message of peace 
and mercy you have given to us through Jesus Christ may be offered to 
others through our own witness to your healing mercy. In Jesus’ Name, we 
pray. AMEN. 

 
 



 
 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 

WORDS of ASSURANCE: 
Hear the Good News: 
Even though the future is clouded; God is with us, guiding, healing, 
comforting, restoring. Rejoice! In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven and healed. AMEN. 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NIV) 
 Psalm 51:1-12 (NIV) 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS (children will be dismissed right after) 

HYMN of PREPARATION:  “Have Thine Own Way, Lord“  - UMH #382 

GOSPEL:  John 1:20-33 (NIV) 

SERMON: What is Your Heart Condition? 

1. Time for a Checkup 

2. A Broken Heart Leads to Repentance 

3. A Clean Heart Leads to a Changed Life 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERTORY:   “Search Me, O God”  

DOXOLOGY 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Hymn of Promise” – UMH #707 

BENEDICTION:  
Fix your eyes on the Lord. Place your hand in His Hand, trusting in his 
guiding and comfort. Go into this world, that needs so much the words of 
healing love, and bring the good news of God’s absolute love and presence 
to all people. Go in peace. AMEN. 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2453/worship-connection-
march-17-2024 

 

 



 

                                      

 

                                          SCRIPTURE READING 

 

JEREMIAH 31:31-34  (NIV) 

31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 
 
32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” 
declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people 
 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness 
 and will remember their sins no more.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM 51:1-12   (NIV) 

L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
 
P: Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

L: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
 
P: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 
 
L: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 
P: Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me 
wisdom in that secret place. 

L: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 
whiter than snow. 
 
P: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed 
rejoice. 

L: Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity 

P: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. 

L: Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

P: Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, 
to sustain me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL READING 

 

John 12:20-33  (NIV)      

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at 
the festival.  

21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. 
“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.”  

22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  

25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life.  

26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will 
be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 
this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  

28 Father, glorify your name! Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 

 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said 
an angel had spoken to him. 

30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 

 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world 
will be driven out. 

 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  

33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

                             

 



 

 

                               Coins For Lent 
 

 

 

During Lent, many of us are reminded once again to examine our 
lifestyles and ask, "What can we do for others?" Part of faith formation 
at any age is compassion and offering a serving heart to our neighbors. 
These past few years have been challenging when trying to find ways to 
serve our neighbors while remaining physically distant. This time has 
also reminded us that we need to demonstrate compassion to others now 
more than ever. Lent is a good time to commit to giving money to a 
project that helps those in need. One way to involve the whole family is 
to collect coins during the season of Lent and then following Easter, 
donate the money. Follow our Coins for Lent Giving Calendar , posted 
below, as a guide. 

 



 



 

 

The Free market that was Scheduled for May 4
th

 

has been rescheduled for May 25
th

 and will now 

be the UMCSO: 

 

  AND    

 

Volunteers are needed for bake sale items and anyone interested in 

gathering to make pies can contact Sarah Alliston to make 

arrangements.  Also needed are volunteers to help with: 

 Set up (8:30 am -10:00 am),  Helping Day Of ( 10:00 am – 3:00 pm), 

and Clean up (3 pm - 4:30 pm)  

Please prayerfully consider how you may help. There are sign up 

sheets posted in the Breezeway! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                     

                                          UMCSO SCHEDULE 

Zoom links are included in Mailchimp.  Please contact us with your 
email (umcso.ny@gmail.com) or call 914-245-4682 if you would like to 
receive Mailchimp emails. 

                                          

                                        WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

WOMEN'S SMALL GROUP   Monday, 7:00 pm, (ZOOM)  

MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 10:00 am (In Person)  

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 7:00 pm (ZOOM) 

SMALL GROUP 1:  Wednesday, 1:00 pm (ZOOM) 

PRAYER GROUP:  Thursday, 11:00 am (Chapel) 

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Thursdays, 7:30 pm with Pastor Sandy 
(ZOOM).  (See link below). 

SMALL GROUP 2:  Friday, 10:00 am (phone 1-267-807-9495; 
656355452#)  

CRAFTS FOR A CAUSE:  Friday, 11:00 am - 12 noon (various homes)  

MEN'S GROUP:  Saturday 8:00 am (ZOOM) 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: 9:30 am in the GP room (In person) 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS MTG: Saturday, March 16, 2024, 9:30 am                                                 

 

Pastor Sandy Mantz invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Bible Study 
Date/Time: Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)  
Join Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2610447551?pwd=MXVlUGgvOFRrS3RZNVB2
a0plRi8rUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 261 044 7551 
Passcode: 246240 
One tap mobile 
+16469313860,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US 
+16465588656,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US (New York) 
 

                                       

                                          



 

                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  Will meet this Sunday, March 17th, 
following worship. 

PLEASE MAKE NOTE:   The free market that was scheduled 
for May 4th is rescheduled for May 25th and is now a 
Rummage/Bake Sale. See details above 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  Will meet this Sunday, March 17th, 
following worship. 

THIS JULY:  UMCSO is bringing back vacation Bible School! 
Watch for further details. 

APRIL 8th:  We look forward to a visit from Bishop Thomas 
Bickerton. His Schedule will be as follows: 

4:00 pm: Cooperative Parish (Coordinators Only) 

5:00 pm: Rest of clergy joins Q&A 

6:30 pm: Laity arrival and dinner 

7:30 pm: Worship rally experience;  

                Keynote Speaker: Bishop Bickerton 

9:00 pm: Departure 

                        ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

                                   REACH US ON FACEBOOK                            

                              United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak                     

                    https://www.facebook.com/Blessedassurancetoday 

There is a link to the Church’s website 
Pastor Sandy will post inspirational verses regularly. 

      

This Week’s Birthdays:    

Todd Bogardus 3/17               Garrett Stokes  3/20 


