
 

 
United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak - ORDER OF WORSHIP 

                    February 25th, 2024 – Second Sunday In Lent  
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  The flowers on the altar are given by Debbie Vesuvio, 
“As an offering back to God; for all the beauty He continually reveals to me, 
even along the weediest and rockiest paths of my life.” 

GREETING 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

L: Today we step up a little higher on our Lenten Journey 
P: We are moving from contemplation to action. 
L: Are you ready to take the next step? 
P: Yes, we are ready. The cross is before us. 
L: Come, walk together on this journey to the Cross. 
P: Lord, prepare our hearts and our spirits for this next step. AMEN. 
 
PRAISE & WORSHIP:  Lead Me to the Cross – the Halos 

 

PRAISE SHARING 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  
Lord of presence and power, be with us on this second step of our Lenten 
journey to the Cross. Help us to make a commitment of our lives, our 
spirits, and our hearts to ministry in your name. AMEN. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  “Lift Every Voice and Sing” – UMH #519 

PRAYER of CONFESSION:   
Guiding Lord, even though we hesitated on our Lenten journey; we vowed 
to come with you through all the trials and fears toward the Cross. Today 
we face the challenge which true commitment brings. Are we willing to offer 
our whole selves to you in service? We would like to think that we can do 
that, but we are aware of how many times we have turned away from 
service and instead focused on our own desires. Remind us again of the 
commitment you would have us give if we are to become disciples. Forgive 
our stubbornness and fears. Lead us forward, gracious Lord, up these 
steps toward the Cross. AMEN. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 



 

 

WORDS of ASSURANCE: 
Hear the Good news. 
The journey of discipleship is never easy;  
but you can be assured that you will not be on this journey alone.  
Place your trust in Jesus.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. AMEN. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 (NIV) 
 Romans 4:13-25 (NIV) 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS (children will be dismissed right after) 

HYMN of PREPARATION:  “Wade in the Water” – FWS #2107 

GOSPEL:  Mark 8:31-38 (NIV) 

SERMON:  God’s Agenda or the World’s? 

1. The Way of the Cross 

2. Results of Faithful Lives 

3. Represent the Living God 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERTORY:   “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” – FWS #2158  

DOXOLOGY 

CLOSING HYMN:   “We Shall Overcome” – UMH #533 

BENEDICTION:  
The step of discipleship requires commitment and faith. Go now in peace, 
bringing the good news of Jesus’ love to all people. Do not be afraid. God 
is with you. AMEN. 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2398/worship-connection-february-25-2024 

 

                                         



 

 

                                      SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  (NIV) 

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and 
said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless.  

2 Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly 
increase your numbers.” 

3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  

4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many 
nations.  

5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have 
made you a father of many nations. 

 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will 
come from you.  

7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and 
you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your 
God and the God of your descendants after you. 

15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to 
call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.  

16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so 
that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Romans 4:13-25 (NIV) 

 

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness 
that comes by faith.  

14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and 
the promise is worthless,  

15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and 
may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are 
of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father 
of us all.  

17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our 
father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls into being things that were not. 

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 
many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as 
good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s 
womb was also dead.  

20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but 
was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 

 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  

22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”  

23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone,  

24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  

25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification. 

 

                                              



 

                            

                                          GOSPEL READING 

 

Mark 8:31-38  (NIV)      

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.  

32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. 
“Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of 
God, but merely human concerns.” 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.  

35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 
life for me and for the gospel will save it.  

36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?  

37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  

38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 
Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 



 

                             

                               Coins For Lent 
 

 

 

During Lent, many of us are reminded once again to examine our 
lifestyles and ask, "What can we do for others?" Part of faith formation 
at any age is compassion and offering a serving heart to our neighbors. 
These past few years have been challenging when trying to find ways to 
serve our neighbors while remaining physically distant. This time has 
also reminded us that we need to demonstrate compassion to others now 
more than ever. Lent is a good time to commit to giving money to a 
project that helps those in need. One way to involve the whole family is 
to collect coins during the season of Lent and then following Easter, 
donate the money. Follow our Coins for Lent Giving Calendar , posted 
below, as a guide. 

 



 



 

                                       UMCSO SCHEDULE 

Zoom links are included in Mailchimp.  Please contact us with your 
email (umcso.ny@gmail.com) or call 914-245-4682 if you would like to 
receive Mailchimp emails. 

                                          

                                      WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

WOMEN'S SMALL GROUP   Monday, 7:00 pm, (ZOOM)  

MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 10:00 am (In Person)  

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 7:00 pm (ZOOM) 

SMALL GROUP 1:  Wednesday, 1:00 pm (ZOOM) 

PRAYER GROUP:  Thursday, 11:00 am (Chapel) 

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Thursdays, 7:30 pm with Pastor Sandy 
(ZOOM).  (See link below). 

SMALL GROUP 2:  Friday, 10:00 am (phone 1-267-807-9495; 
656355452#)  

CRAFTS FOR A CAUSE:  Friday, 11:00 am - 12 noon (various homes)  

MEN'S GROUP:  Saturday 8:00 am (ZOOM) 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: 9:30 am in the GP room (In person) 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS MEETING: Saturday, March 2, 2024 at 9:30 

am 

TRUSTEE’S MEETING: Monday, Mar. 4th at 7:30 pm 

                                                    ++++ 

 
Pastor Sandy Mantz invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Bible Study 
Date/Time: Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)  
Join Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2610447551?pwd=MXVlUGgvOFRrS3RZNVB2
a0plRi8rUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 261 044 7551 
Passcode: 246240 
One tap mobile 
+16469313860,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US 
+16465588656,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US (New York) 
 



                                 

                                 

                                          ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This Sunday, Feb. 25th… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please plan to stay after worship and join us for a cultural,            

as well as, culinary celebration of Black History Month! 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  Will meet this Sunday, Feb. 25th, 
following worship. 

TEACHER’S MEETING:  Sunday, Feb. 25th following worship 

VISION TABLE MEETING:  Wednesday, Feb. 28th at 7:30 pm 
(Zoom) 

                        



 

 

Please continue to keep the Zugner family in your prayers as 
they mourn the loss of our sister, Dot, and for Dave’s 
continued healing.  If anyone would like to send prayers and 
condolences their address is: 

                                   1347 Ashwood Ln. 

                                   Victor, NY 14564 

 

 

 

 

                                    REACH US ON FACEBOOK                            

                              United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak                     

                    https://www.facebook.com/Blessedassurancetoday 

There is a link to the Church’s website 
Pastor Sandy will post inspirational verses regularly. 

         

 

 

 

 


