
 

 
United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak - ORDER OF WORSHIP 

                    February 18th, 2024 – First Sunday In Lent  
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  The flowers on the altar are given by Sarah Moden-
Alliston, “In honor and celebration of her daughter Rachel’s birthday.” 

GREETING 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

P: We trust in you, O God, for you are faithful. 
A: Show us your ways and teach us your paths. 
P: We wait for you. 
A: Lead us in your paths of truth. 
P: Do not remember our failures. 
A: Out of your merciful grace, forgive us. 
P: You are faithful, O God. Your love is steadfast. 
A: We lift up our souls to you,  
and praise you always. 

 PRAISE & WORSHIP:  (YouTube) 

 

PRAISE SHARING 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  
God of the covenant, you are ever faithful. Your love never ends. 
Teach us your ways. And guide us in your paths of love and forgiveness, 
that we may witness to your grace and salvation. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” - UMH #269 

PRAYER of CONFESSION:   
God of the rainbow, you made a covenant with all creatures, promising life 
and hope. God of pathways, you show us how we should walk.  
Yet we forget our connection with one another and think that we are the 
center of the universe. We wander from your paths of truth into paths of 
deceit and pride.  Forgive us and lead us back into the arms of your love. 
Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

 



 

WORDS of ASSURANCE: 
Hear the Good News  
God is merciful and full of steadfast love. 
God will not forget us.  
God will wash us clean, 
and lead us on paths of steadfast love  
and faithfulness. In the Name of Jesus Christ we are all forgiven, Thanks 
be to God amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Genesis 9:8 -17 (NIV) Psalm 25:1-10 (NIV) 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS (children will be dismissed right after) 

HYMN of PREPARATION:  “Be Thou My Vision” – UMH #451 

GOSPEL:  Mark 1:9-15  (NIV) 

SERMON:  Children of the Promise 

1. Just a Temporary Stop 

2. Guide Us, Lord 

3. Be Open to Transformation 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERTORY:    “I Want Jesus To Walk With Me”  

DOXOLOGY 

CLOSING HYMN:   "Oh Jesus, I have Promised” – UMH #396 

BENEDICTION:  
 
P: Go and testify to God’s faithful promises. 
A: God’s covenant is everlasting. 
P: Go and follow God’s ways. 
A: The ways of the Lord are steadfast love  
     and faithfulness. 
P: Go and proclaim God’s good news. 
A; The time is now. Turn to God. Amen  

 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2358/worship-elements-february-18-2024 



 

                                         

                                      SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 9:8-17 (NIV) 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:  

9 “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after 
you  

10 and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock 
and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every 
living creature on earth.  

11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by 
the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me 
and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations 
to come:  

13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth.  

14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the 
clouds,  

15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures 
of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.  

16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind 
on the earth.” 

17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established 
between me and all life on the earth.” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Psalm 25:1-10 (NIV) 

1 In you, LORD my God, I put my trust. 

2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph 
over me. 
 
3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come 
on those who are treacherous without cause. 

4 Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths. 
 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my 
hope is in you all day long. 
 
6 Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according 
to your love remember me, for you, LORD, are good. 

8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways 
 
9 He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way 
 
10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful toward those who keep 
the demands of his covenant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

 



                            

 

                                         GOSPEL READING 

 

Mark 1:9-15 (NIV)      

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan.  

10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  

11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 
am well pleased.” 

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness,  

13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was 
with the wild animals, and angels attended him 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God. 

 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. 
Repent and believe the good news!” 
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                               Coins For Lent 
 

 

 

During Lent, many of us are reminded once again to examine our 
lifestyles and ask, "What can we do for others?" Part of faith formation 
at any age is compassion and offering a serving heart to our neighbors. 
These past few years have been challenging when trying to find ways to 
serve our neighbors while remaining physically distant. This time has 
also reminded us that we need to demonstrate compassion to others now 
more than ever. Lent is a good time to commit to giving money to a 
project that helps those in need. One way to involve the whole family is 
to collect coins during the season of Lent and then following Easter, 
donate the money. Follow our Coins for Lent Giving Calendar , posted 
below, as a guide. 



 



 

 

                                                UMCSO SCHEDULE 

Zoom links are included in Mailchimp.  Please contact us with your 
email (umcso.ny@gmail.com) or call 914-245-4682 if you would like to 
receive Mailchimp emails. 

                                          

                                      WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

WOMEN'S SMALL GROUP   Monday, 7:00 pm, (ZOOM)  

MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 10:00 am (In Person)  

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 7:00 pm (ZOOM) 

SMALL GROUP 1:  Wednesday, 1:00 pm (ZOOM) 

PRAYER GROUP:  Thursday, 11:00 am (Chapel) 

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Thursdays, 7:30 pm with Pastor Sandy 
(ZOOM).  (See link below). 

SMALL GROUP 2:  Friday, 10:00 am (phone 1-267-807-9495; 
656355452#)  

CRAFTS FOR A CAUSE:  Friday, 11:00 am - 12 noon (various homes)  

MEN'S GROUP:  Saturday 8:00 am (ZOOM) 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: 9:30 am in the GP room (In person) 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS MEETING: Saturday, Feb.17, 2024 at 9:30 am 

TRUSTEE’S MEETING: Monday, Mar. 4th at 7:30 pm 

                                                    ++++ 

 
Pastor Sandy Mantz invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Bible Study 
Date/Time: Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)  
Join Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2610447551?pwd=MXVlUGgvOFRrS3RZNVB2
a0plRi8rUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 261 044 7551 
Passcode: 246240 
One tap mobile 
+16469313860,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US 
+16465588656,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US (New York) 
 



                                 

                                     

                                          ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please keep the Zugner family in your prayers as they mourn 
the loss of our sister, Dot, and for Dave’s continued healing.  
If anyone would like to send prayers and condolences their 
address is: 

                                   1347 Ashwood Ln. 

                                   Victor, NY 14564 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  Will meet this Sunday, Feb. 18th, 
following worship. 

LENTEN BONFIRE/POT TRUST:  Join us Saturday, Feb 17th 
for our annual Lenten Bonfire. We will start at 5:00 pm with a 
light Pot Trust dinner (soups, salads, etc) followed by the 
bonfire. Please bring something to share, sign up sheet in 
the breezeway.  

TEACHER’S MEETING:  Sunday, Feb. 25th following worship 

VISION TABLE MEETING:  Wednesday, Feb. 28th at 7:30 pm 
(Zoom) 

                        

 

 

 

 

                                    REACH US ON FACEBOOK                            

                              United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak                     

                    https://www.facebook.com/Blessedassurancetoday 

There is a link to the Church’s website 
Pastor Sandy will post inspirational verses regularly. 
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