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                      United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak  
           January 7, 2024, Epiphany and Communion Sunday  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  

The flowers on the altar are given jointly by Maxine Haigh, “In memory of my 
father, Dr. Martin G. Freid.” And from Grace Reynolds, “Happy Birthday Logan, 
Betsy, Russ and Annette!” 
 
GREETING           

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Arise; shine, for your light has come! 

We are called out of our darkness into light. 

Lift up your eyes and look around. 

We rejoice in the gift of light. 

Come let us worship the God of light and joy and peace. 

We come to kneel at the cradle of the babe,  

the light incarnate. Amen 

PRAISE & WORSHIP   

PRAISE SHARING    
 
OPENING PRAYER: 
God of promise and light,  
open our eyes this morning,  
that we may see your light in the darkness.  
Open our hearts,  
that we may perceive your promises  
of justice and righteousness  
fulfilled in the babe of Bethlehem.  
May we, like the Magi,  
have a star to guide us  
on our journey quest 
to find the one who will truly set us free.  
May this time of worship  
bring us closer to you,  
that the good news  
of the birth of light and love  
will transform our lives. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: “We Three Kings” – UMH #254 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12 (NIV) 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION: “What Child is This” – UMH # 219 

GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 2:1-12 

SERMON:  God’s GPS 

1.  The Wise Still Seek Him 
2.  Worship and Adore Him 
3.  Choose Another Route 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORDS PRAYER 
 
OFFERING 
 
ANTHEM:   “All the Glory Belongs to Jesus” 

DOXOLOGY 

CLOSING HYMN:  “The First Noel ” – UMH #245 

BENEDICTION:   

Arise, and go forth to shine for all the world to see. 

We go to spread the good news of light and love,  

righteousness and justice. 

Go now and follow the star  

that will guide you on your journey  

this week, this year, and forever. 

As the Magi of old,  

we go forth in trust and excitement,  

transformed in the presence  

of the child of light. 

May the blessing of the God of light 

rest upon you and fill you with light. 

Amen. 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4510/worship-elements-epiphany-sunday-option-2 
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                                     SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 60:1-6 (NIV) 

60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon 
you. 

2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 

3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. 

5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will 
come. 

6 Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the 
praise of the LORD. 

 

 

Ephesians 3:1-12 (NIV) 

3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— 

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given 
to me for you,  

3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly. 

 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 
of Christ,  

5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 
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 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 
Christ Jesus. 

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. 

 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given 
me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ,  

9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages 
past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  

10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence.  
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                                             GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV) 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 

 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 

 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a 
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 

 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was.  

10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route. 
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                                           UMCSO SCHEDULE 

Zoom links are included in Mailchimp.  Please contact us with your email 

(umcso.ny@gmail.com) or call 914-245-4682 if you would like to receive 

Mailchimp emails. 

                                          WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

WOMEN'S SMALL GROUP:  Monday, 7:00 pm, (ZOOM)  

MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 10:00 am (In Person)  

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday 7:00 pm (ZOOM) 

SMALL GROUP 1:  Wednesday, 1:00 pm (ZOOM) 

PRAYER GROUP:  Thursday, 11:00 am (Chapel) 

EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Thursdays, 7:30 pm with Pastor Sandy (ZOOM).  

(See link below). 

SMALL GROUP 2:  Friday, 10:00 am (phone 1-267-807-9495; 656355452#)  

CRAFTS FOR A CAUSE:  Friday, 11:00 am - 12 noon (various homes)  

MEN'S GROUP:  Saturday 8:00 am (ZOOM) 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: (Not meeting Jan. 7th) 9:30 am in the GP 

room (In person) 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS MEETING: Saturday, Jan. 6th at 9:30 am 

                                                    ++++ 

Pastor Sandy Mantz invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Bible Study 
Date/Time: Thursdays at 7:30 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)  
Join Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2610447551?pwd=MXVlUGgvOFRrS3RZNVB2a0plRi
8rUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 261 044 7551 
Passcode: 246240 
One tap mobile 
+16469313860,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US 
+16465588656,,2610447551#,,,,*246240# US (New York) 
 



7 
 

                                        

                                            ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

NEW YEAR PANCAKE BRUNCH:  Join us this Sunday, Jan. 7th for 

another of “Flapjack” Casey’s AMAZING breakfasts, directly 

following worship! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  There will be no class this week due to 

the Pancake Brunch but will resume next Sunday, Jan 14th, 

following worship. 

 

                                     REACH US ON FACEBOOK                            

                              United Methodist Church at Shrub Oak                     

                    https://www.facebook.com/Blessedassurancetoday 

There is a link to the Church’s website. 
Pastor Sandy will post inspirational verses regularly. 

            

 


